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fact as the tax returns show, but why the fact continues is not at 
all clear. One wants to know why it is not possible to transfer 
the property to some corporation organized outside the State, 
replace the stock by bonds, and reduce the value of the stock so 
that there would be no corporate excess to tax. Yet even the 
possibility of saving some $700 per mile each year in taxes has not 
stimulated the corporation attorneys to find the way. Of this 
anomaly neither Bullock nor Friedman attempts an explanation. 

The Massachusetts method of taxing corporations is not applic- 
able in many, if in any, other states. In the case of railroads, 
to continue our old example, there would rarely be any corporate 
excess to tax, unless the bonds were included. It rests on the 
peculiar tradition and practices of a unique old commonwealth. 
Mr. Friedman reaches the same conclusion: 

"The Massachusetts system of taxing corporations organized 
for private profit is thus unsatisfactory from the point of view 
of both theory and practice. On the other hand the method 
employed has been efficient in yielding a large and increasing 
revenue. Hence, there has been comparatively little complaint. 
The efficiency of the system is, however, due in part to Massa- 
chusetts conditions, already noted. It would therefore not be 
equally efficient under other conditions, and, in its present form, 
it can not be regarded as a model for other states." 

His main criticism is that the use of the stock alone creates 
inequalities between different companies. 

Interesting and extensive as this and Professor Bullock's studies 
of the Massachusetts method of taxing corporations are, there 
still seems to be much left to be done. 

Carl C. Plehn. 

University of California. 

Statistique Internationale du Mouvement de la Population d'apres 
les Registres d'fitat Civil. Eisume Retrospectif Depuis 
1 Origine des Statistiques de l'fitat Civil Jusqu'en 1905. 
(Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1907. Pp. xxxii, 880. 15 fr.) 

International comparisons between the census figures of different 
countries were greatly facilitated by the publication less than ten 
years ago of Dr. J. Bertillon's International Statistics of the Cen- 
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suses of Population taken in European Countries during the Nine- 
teenth Century and Earlier. What that work did for the main 
results of the censuses, the present volume of more than four times 
its size does for the vital statistics of the various countries. 

The preparation of the earlier volume was suggested and that 
of the present volume encouraged by the discussions and recom- 
mendations of the International Statistical Institute. Its proposal 
to form an international bureau for population statistics has not 
been realized, but various statisticians recognizing the need thus 
pointed out have entered the field and prepared serviceable com- 
pends of international statistics. The present work has been 
made up by consolidating the appendices to volumes XXXII, 
XXXIII and XXXIV (1902-1904) of the French Statistique 
annuelle du mouvement de la population. Of those publications 
in their original form Dr. Creasy L. Wilbur, as competent a judge 
as any man in the United States, wrote: "These reports should 
be on the reference table of every registration office and should be 
freely employed by sanitary workers and other users of vital sta- 
tistics. The French government has placed all vital statisticians 
under a profound obligation by their publication." (U. S. Census 
Bureau, Mortality Statistics: 1905, page 9, footnote). Now that 
the international tables have been brought together from the ap- 
pendices of these volumes into one convenient octavo the service 
has become even greater, and it is still further deepened by the 
pledge given by the French government through M. March to the 
meeting of the International Statistical Institute at Copenhagen 
last year, that it would keep this volume up to date by preparing 
quinquennial supplements. The three appendices were sent in proof 
to the statistical offices of the several countries for completion or 
correction, and the finished tables of the present volume were again 
subjected to a similar revision so that the figures may be deemed 
official. 

This volume, unlike that of Dr. Bertillon, is not confined to 
Europe but includes figures for Australasia, Japan, Uruguay, 
Chile, Argentina, Mexico and six states of the American Union, 
fifty-one geographical divisions in all. The condition of inclusion 
seems to be the existence and enforcement with reasonable 
efficiency of laws requiring the registration of every birth, mar- 
riage and death. 
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The contents of the volume will be best conceived from a de- 
scription of the seven tables for Connecticut. The first gives the 
number of marriages, living births, still births, and deaths with the 
marriage rates, birth rates and death rates for each year, 1848- 
1905, and decennial averages. The second gives the marriages 
contracted by bachelors, by widowers, by maids, and by widows 
for each year, 1879-1903. The third gives the number of brides 
and grooms belonging to each age period for each year, 1879-1903. 
The fourth classifies the births as living and still born, the former 
as legitimate and illegitimate, and subdivides each of these three 
classes by sex for each year since 1870 for which the figures are 
obtainable. The fifth classifies the deaths by sex for each year, 
1856-1903. The sixth classifies the deaths by age periods for each 
year, 1879-1904. The seventh classifies the deaths by causes for 
each year, 1891-1900. 

The total number of tables is eleven, that number appearing 
for Sweden, Finland, and France. Only one table, the first of 
those described above, is given for Vermont, Mexico, Argentina, 
Chile, Hesse, Hamburg, and Alsace-Lorraine. The arrangement 
is primarily topical but a very convenient geographical index 
facilitates turning to the desired data for any country. In all cases 
the tables give the information for each year since it began to be 
available, two of the Swedish tables going back to 1749 and two 
others to 1751. 

I can think of no service which the permanent census office 
might render the cause of American vital statistics greater than 
the bringing together in a similar way of all existing registration 
records of all American states and cities. The present volume 
could not bring within its requirements any tables for the District 
of Columbia, New York City or State, New Hampshire, or any 
other parts of the United States, especially cities which have frag- 
mentary but significant records. What has been done by the 
French Government is so good that one desires to see the work 
extended. 

Walter F. Willcox. 

Cornell University. 



